APPENDICES

as it would admit of time for me to collect that kind of knowledge on
which the good success of my plan so much depends.

Cecil Street,
the i8th August 1785.
William Devaynes Esqr.
Chairman of the Honorable
Court of Directors.

I have the honor to be,
With the highest respect

Sir,
Your most obedient and most humble

servant.
Benjamin Lacam.

V(a)

Alteration, proposed   by Mr. Lacam,  to  be  made in the lease for New
Harbour.
And within the term of seven years after the arrival of the said B. L.
in Bengal, he shall prepare a careening harbour, which shall be capable
of receiving His Majesty's and the Company's ships, to any extent of num-
ber and size; and that dry docks for ships of all dimensions shall be made
at the said harbour, within the term of ten years, under a penalty of two
thousand pounds.
V(b)
[i] Pursuant to the order of the Joint Committee of Correspondence
and Shipping of grd August last, Mr. Lacam has communicated to me his
remarks on the draft of the lease of New Harbour, proposed to be granted
to him, respecting the alterations he wished to have made therein.
[>] The parts of the draft on which his observations arose are
marked with letters from A. to G: but upon considering the whole, in the
conference 1 had with him, he agrees to waive all his objections except on
the two following points, which he desires may be submitted to the con-
sideration of the committee, viz.,
1.    The clauses which subject to him to damages for not supplying
stores ot quality equal to the prices he may demand for them,
and for not allowing ships, in default of his supplying stores of
good quality and at the stipulated profit, to procure and supply
their own stores.
2.    The clause which limits his finishing the docks to the term of
7 years.
[g] As to the former of these points Mr. Lacam wishes to avoid the
trouble, expence and uncertainty of an appeal to a court of law upon
every difference, which may arise, respecting the quality and price of stores,
and to that end desires that these matters may be referred to the Governor
General and Council, for the time being, by whose determination he is
willing to abide, and that the same should be final. It seems to me that